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James Colgrove : State of Immunity: The Politics of Vaccination in Twentieth-Century America  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised State of Immunity: The 
Politics of Vaccination in Twentieth-Century America: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy JDGood quality.6 of 7 people found the following 
review helpful. Very well written "playbook" about how we have gotten to mandatory vaccinationBy Dr SherriI love 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0520247493


this book. I have recommended it to many. Coupled with the book, Bodily Matters: The Anti-Vaccination Movement 
in England, 18531907 (Radical Perspectives), by Dr Nadja Durbach, the two books give a very complete history of 
vaccination in the US. I used both to write my book, "Saying No to Vaccines." I highly recommend this book for those 
interested in "how we got here from there" about US vaccination policy.1 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. Informative NON-BIASED book on vaccinations.Excellent read.By LadyKayI wanted a book on the history 
and politics of vaccinations, not some preachy polemic telling its readers which side of the debate to take. This is it- a 
most comprehensive history of vaccinations, from their discovery in 1800's to the latest debates over safety. Writing 
style is very readable and enjoyable, not too dense. Very highly recommended to anyone who wants to be well versed 
in the issues and have a deeper understanding (beyond what's in the media) of the bioethical dilemmas posed by 
vaccinations.

This first comprehensive history of the social and political aspects of vaccination in the United States tells the story of 
how vaccination became a widely accepted public health measure over the course of the twentieth century. One 
hundred years ago, just a handful of vaccines existed, and only one, for smallpox, was widely used. Today more than 
two dozen vaccines are in use, fourteen of which are universally recommended for children. State of Immunity 
examines the strategies that health officials have usedranging from advertising and public relations campaigns to laws 
requiring children to be immunized before they can attend schoolto gain public acceptance of vaccines. Like any 
medical intervention, vaccination carries a small risk of adverse reactions. But unlike other procedures, it is performed 
on healthy people, most commonly children, and has been mandated by law. Vaccination thus poses unique ethical, 
political, and legal questions.James Colgrove considers how individual liberty should be balanced against the need to 
protect the common welfare, how experts should act in the face of incomplete or inconsistent scientific information, 
and how the public should be involved in these decisions. A well-researched, intelligent, and balanced look at a timely 
topic, this book explores these issues through a vivid historical narrative that offers new insights into the past, present, 
and future of vaccination.

About the AuthorJames Colgrove is Associate Research Scientist at the Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia 
University. 


