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Graeme M. Clark : Sounds from Silence: Graeme Clark and the Bionic Ear Story  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sounds from Silence: Graeme Clark and the Bionic 
Ear Story: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. How did CIs come to be?By LibaEven though I have a cochlear 
Implant (CI), I knew very little about the development of the device before reading this interesting autobiographic 
accounting of how CIs came to be. Well written with information about his own life and that of his family. I will 
recommend it to others.5 of 7 people found the following review helpful. A insight into stupidity of Deaf hearing 
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peopleBy Wayne FergusonI was stunned by the stupidity of so many people who by there narrow minded attitude 
almost stopped what is a modern medical miracle, one day we should name and shame these professional people who 
in their lack of vision cast dispersions on work of people such as Graeme Clark, one academic in particular needs 
hanging in the hall of shame by the @, this also applies to the Deaf anti cochlear group who accept all modern 
conveniences but protest about the possibility there will be no more Deaf people / culture, As I count myself as one 
who was deaf I want every child and adult to have what I now have "A normal life" this book shows the struggle to 
develop this, when so many were against it and how a few stepped forward to achieve the impossible for which I thank 
every minute of every day, and twice when I hear a grandchild ask me a question.8 of 10 people found the following 
review helpful. One of the most amazing stories in the history of medicineBy Aquatic ApeWhen people look back at 
the creation of the "bionic ear" in 100 years they will be amazed that the man who created it, Graeme Clark, remained 
virtually unknown during his lifetime. Dr. Clark should go down in history as one of the most brilliant and determined 
scientists of all time. This book is very simply and modestly stated, it is his own story, but the results of his work are 
quite simply miracles. The testimonial letters he reprints at the end of the book moved me to tears. "Sounds from 
Silence" is an insight into the motivations of a single-minded and dedicated scientist to restore the hearing of deaf 
children across the world. Beyond the medical miracles made possible by his invention, we have in the cochlear 
implant the beginnings of the fusion between humans and machines, and who knows where that will lead us. Just 
brilliant.

'In those early weeks post op, he had been aware of sound but not of speech. We were sitting in the sofa having a 
lesson, practising 'a' when suddenly it came out loud and clear. Then, hardly daring, I said 'i'. He followed very softly. 
I went on: 'e', 'o', u', and each time Teddy followed. I felt awed, so filled with emotion I couldn't speak. Teddy was 
shining, as if a light had been switched on. Then, very slowly, he leaned over and kissed me very gently on the mouth. 
That kiss belongs to you.' A letter from a grateful grandmother after Graeme Clark restored her grandson's 
hearing.Sounds From Silence is the very personal story of how Professor Graeme Clark developed the Bionic Ear, 
how he conceived and directed research and how Cochlear took it up to give so many people, both young and old, the 
chance to hear. It movingly tells of how the profoundly deaf and their families cope with the silence of deafness, and 
of their joy in being given the gift of hearing.However, Graeme Clark also reveals the often seemingly insurmountable 
barriers put in his way: the mistrust of sections of the deaf community, the scepticism of many of his professional 
colleagues and the constant frustration in trying to find funding for his research. This is a powerful and moving story 
of one man's professional and personal journey to give sounds from silence.

About the AuthorProfessor Graeme Clark is the founder and leader of the Cochelar implant Team at the University of 
Melbourne. The son of a profoundly deaf man, he has devoted his professional life to helping people to hear. Clark 
and his Bionic Ear Institute are now acknowledged as the world leaders in this area of research and development. For 
his work Graeme Clark has been chosen by Time magazine as one of the 100 most influential people in the South 
Pacific in the 20th century. He was made an Officer of the Order of Australia in 1983 and has received many honours 
from the international and Australian scientific and medical communities. 


