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Conrad Keating : Smoking Kills: The Revolutionary Life of Richard Doll  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Smoking Kills: The Revolutionary Life of Richard Doll: 

At the end of the Second World War, Britain had the highest incidence of lung cancer in the world. For the first time 
lung cancer deaths exceeded those from tuberculosis - and no one knew why. On 30 September 1950, a young 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1904955630


physician named Richard Doll concluded in a research paper that smoking cigarettes was a cause and an important 
cause of the rapidly increasing epidemic of lung cancer. His historic and contentious finding marked the beginning of 
a life-long crusade against premature death and the forces of Big Tobacco . Born in 1912, Doll, a natural patrician, 
jettisoned his Establishment background and joined the Communist Party as a reaction to the anarchy and waste of 
capitalism in the 1930s. He treated the blistered feet of the Jarrow Marchers, served as a medical officer at the retreat 
to Dunkirk, and became a true hero of the NHS. A political revolutionary and an epidemiologist with a Darwinian 
heart-of-stone, Doll fulfilled his early ambition to be a valuable member of society . Doll steered a course through a 
minefield of medical and political controversy. Opponents from the tobacco industry questioned his science, while 
later critics from the environmental lobby attacked his alleged connections to the chemical industry. An enigmatic 
individual, Doll was feared and respected throughout a long and wide-ranging scientific career which ended only with 
his death in 2005. In this authorised and groundbreaking biography, Conrad Keating reveals a man whose life and 
work encapsulates much of the twentieth century. Described by the British Medical Journal as perhaps Britain s most 
eminent doctor , Doll ushered in a new era in medicine: the intellectual ascendancy of medical statistics. According to 
the Nobel laureate Sir Paul Nurse, his work, which may have prevented tens of millions of deaths, transcends the 
boundaries of professional medicine into the global community of mankind.

'A well-crafted biography of Doll, [who] single-handedly saved millions of lives with his findings.' --New Scientist'As 
this fascinating and fair-minded biography makes clear, while Doll's political instincts were radical, he was 
nevertheless a conservative scientist, always cautious in causal inference. . . Impressive and engaging.' --International 
Journal of EpidemiologyThis is an excellent account of the life and work of a clinical epidemiologist whose work and 
influence had a major effect in the development of preventative medicine in the second half of the twentieth century. --
David WeatherallAbout the AuthorConrad Keating is the Writer-in-Residence at the Wellcome Unit for the History of 
Medicine at Oxford University. As a professional historian he has written for newspapers, radio and television. Born in 
Ireland he has lived much of his life in the UK. 


