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Steve Edwards, Andrew Turnell : Signs of Safety: A Solution and Safety Oriented Approach to Child 
Protection Casework  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Signs of Safety: A Solution and Safety Oriented Approach to Child Protection Casework: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Judy RodriguezExcellent Book!0 of 0 people found the 
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following review helpful. Five StarsBy Anna hensonFast and as advertised1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. A must readBy Mindy HeuI'm a child protection service caseworker Nd this is a great book about children in 
child welfare and how to best work with families to maintain children in their homes.

This book presents a revolutionary approach to child protection work. It focuses on the question, "How can child 
protection professionals actually build partnerships with parents where there is suspected or substantiated child abuse 
or neglect?" The authors bring the solution orientation to child protection work, expanding the investigation of risk to 
encompass signs of safety that can be built upon to stabilize and strengthen the child's and family's situation. The 
philosophy behind this approach is clearly articulated through ten practice principles that serve as guiding beacons for 
child protection workers as they traverse the rough waters of abuse and neglect investigation. Child protection workers 
are involved with vulnerable, at-risk children in potentially volatile situations. Here they will find a new child 
protection assessment and planning protocol that allows for comprehensive risk assessment incorporating both danger 
and safety and the perspectives of both professionals and service recipients (parents). The authors provide practical, 
hands-on strategies for building a partnership with parents, which may, in the long run, prevent abuse and family 
dissolution. They illustrate these strategies in cases showing the subtle process of integrating the seemingly opposite 
notions of coercion and cooperation. Respectful, optimistic, and highly practical, this book promises to revitalize and 
redirect child protection services.

The application of solution-focused brief therapy techniques to child protective work receives an enthusiastic and 
comprehensive presentation in this book. (READINGS: A Journal of s and Commentary in Mental Health, Livia 
Bardin, MSW)The application of solution-focused brief therapy techniques to child protective work receives an 
enthusiastic and comprehensive presentation in this book. The application of solution-focused brief therapy techniques 
to child protective work receives an enthusiastic and comprehensive presentation in this book.About the AuthorThe 
Signs of Safety approach to child protection casework was developed through the 1990s in Western Australia. It was 
created by Andrew Turnell and Steve Edwards, in collaboration with over 150 West Australian child protection 
workers (CPWs), and is now utilised in jurisdictions in the USA, Canada, the UK, Sweden, The Netherlands, New 
Zealand and Japan. The approach focuses on the question How can the worker build partnerships with parents and 
children in situations of suspected or substantiated child abuse and still deal rigorously with the maltreatment issues? 
This strengths-based and safety-focused approach to child protection work is grounded in partnership and 
collaboration 


