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Poverty, inequality and health: an international perspective raises new and critical issues about health inequalities. It is 
unique in that it provides that first truly international perspective on this problem, with contributions from the 
developed and developing world. The outcome of a Public Health Forum organized by the London School of Hygeine 
and Tropical Medicine, this book brings together material from internationally recognized contributors from a wide 
range of disciplines and countries. The chapters reflect this diversity, ranging from the micro- to the macro-level, from 
aetiology to intervention. Topics covered include: - the over-arching concepts linking economic and social forces and 
health status - the extent to which ethical concerns lie at the heart of the issue of inequalities in health and attempts to 
ameliorate them - macro-level features of inequalities in health within between countries - an overview of the main 
body of work on inequalities in health in developed countries and those in transition within Europe - specific pathways 
and mechanisms at the individual level that link povertu and inequality to health status - the interaction of social and 
biological influences on health status throughout life - specific disease-specific links - issues of policy and 
interventions aimed at reducing inequalities in health The book brings together people from very varied disciplines to 
discuss an area of clear international interest and global importance. As such it will be of value to the broad public 
health audience as well as research epidemiologists, international policy analysts and policy makers and those 
concerned with economic developed and health.

"A quick poll of colleagues suggests that this book will head to the top of the lists in what is now a well-published 
field."..."A polished and coherent text."..."The authors are leaders in the field, the individual components are 
substantial but easy to read, and the book comes together as awhole thanks to careful editing and a high standard of 
production."Bulletin of the World Health Organisation"Overall, this volume provides a challenging and thought-
provoking treatment of poverty, inequality and health."American Journal of EpidemiologyAbout the AuthorDavid 
Leon is at London School of Hygiene. Gill Walt is at London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. 


