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Belle Ruth Witkin, James W. Altschuld : Planning and Conducting Needs Assessments: A Practical Guide 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Planning and 
Conducting Needs Assessments: A Practical Guide: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. More than I needed to knowBy Nancy WronaI need to conduct a 
community needs assessment and this book told me every possible way to do this. Unfortunately, it does not consider 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0803958102


directly the scenario of having to conduct one of these by a public agency with limited resources, but it gave me 
sufficient information to figure out the steps I could omit.7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. DenseBy 
Lee in AZIt gets a 3 because it is full of information but no more because it is a dense and dreary text. Reading the 
postscript a few times helps put it in perspective but that is no substitute for good editing. The "practical guide" 
subtitle is not appropriate.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great BookBy Marco RojasI like this book 
very much. It is very thorough and comprehensive regarding needs assesment.

Despite the increasing necessity for needs assessments in a variety of fields, much confusion still prevails on how to 
conduct such assessments successfully. This book is a practical guide to that end. The authors first introduce a three-
phase model - preassessment, assessment and postassessment - to clarify the distinctions between the needs of primary 
service recipients and the people and resources that exist. They go on to describe methods appropriate for gathering 
data for assessing needs and for causal analysis. The presentation of the framework, the coverage of several 
approaches for analyzing data, the balanced description of qualitative and quantitative methodologies and the multiple 
case studies and 
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