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A Chronicle of the Indian Health Service, 1955-2008:

Plagues, Politics, and Policy isan overview of the major health challenges confronting American Indians and Alaska
Natives over the past fifty years and is a case study of the federal government's attempt to provide medical servicesto
a categorical group of peoplein the United States. While it is not a detailed analysis of what sociaized healthcare
should or should not ook like, it does examine the major social and political issues affecting the delivery of health
services to American Indians and Alaska Natives. This book addresses broad policy questions, such as whether or not
American Indians and Alaska Natives have received better healthcare since the Indian medical service transferred from
the Bureau of Indian Affairsto the Public Health Service in 1955. In theinitial decades of Public Health Service
control of IHS, the problems of infectious diseases were largely eliminated, but they have been replaced by new
challenges which will require IHS and tribal leaders to work together to come up with solutions. Many American
Indians and Alaska Natives also face public health challenges rooted in the social and political history of the federal
Indian relationship. In this book, DeJong provides a path to improving the future of health care for American Indians
and Alaska Natives.

Dr. DeJong in an eminent authority on the history of the Indian Health Service (IHS). Plagues, Palitics, and Policy is
the gold standard for the chronological history of IHS, from the Transfer Act to the Obama Administration. It is a must
read for those interested in how the Federal Government has treated Native Americans in their health care. (Bill
Katzel, Retired USPHS)Far from a simple chronicle, Plagues, Palitics, and Policy makes a bold argument. With
DeJong providing a helpful and telling overview of the successes and limitations of federal health care for American
Indians and Alaskan Natives. (Wicazo Sa"Red Pencil ")About the AuthorDavid H. Dejong holds a PhD from the
University of Arizona, has worked in Indian country for 18 years and is author of 'If Y ou Knew the Conditions:A
Chronicle of the Indian Medical Service and American Indian Health Care, 1908-1955.



