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Daniel Thibodeau, Scott Plantz : Physician Assistant Exam Review: Pearls of Wisdom, Fourth Edition  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Physician Assistant Exam 
Review: Pearls of Wisdom, Fourth Edition: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Great for "most common cause of x"By eisbarThis book is great for 
"most common causes" of x and high yield fact reguritation. It is pure memorization however. I found the most 
effecient way to use it was by recording the questions and answers and playing them back later to quiz myself. I used 
notability to record and would listen during my commute or going for a walk. It was a great way to get exercise and 
study at the same time.Each body system I wittled down to about 40-50minutes, which was my door to door commute. 
In this way I covered the book in about 1.5 weeks. Using notability also allowed me to type in facts that I wanted to 
"see" at quick glance.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. MediocreBy AustinSeveral questions repeat, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0071627715


which should be good for the sake of redundancy and memorization but the answers are different. Two questions ask 
most common cause of aortic stenosis, but give different age groups for the same causes (under and over 50 yrs, then 
under and over 65 yrs). Two more different questions give different percentages for mortality rates of aortic dissection. 
How to know which is correct?Not multiple choice. It asks a question and then gives you the answer, which might end 
up being a paragraph or a laundry list of "most commons". It's hard to synthesize and memorize all the data it 
gives.Some pictures are poor quality, for instance an ultrasound picture did not clearly indicate with an arrow what I 
was supposed to be looking at (mitral valve prolapse). So I wouldn't know the problem if I saw it in front of me, I 
would just have to memorize what the image looks like.Not sure if the new edition fixed the discrepancies.8 of 8 
people found the following review helpful. Be aware of the format before you buy!!By Debra TookerPerhaps this 
book would be helpful for some people, but it was not for me. It had lots of questions, but not with a realistic testing 
format. A few questions from the book - "What is the primary mechanism of pleural effusion in nephritic syndrome?", 
"Describe classic bony changes that occur in rheumatoid arthritis." and "What are some of the clinical conditions that 
present with candidiasis?" These answers are all free text and can be incredibly variable. I got frustrated and quit using 
this book shorty within a couple hours after I got it. If you want a good book with realistic testing format and 
overviews of topics, try the AAPA review book.

Everything you need to know for the Physician Assistant exam is right here More than 4,300 Questions Answers This 
powerful, result-oriented study guide delivers everything you need to improve knowledge, confidence, and recall. 
Featuring a rigorous quick-hit QA format consisting of short clinical questions with concise answers, this is truly your 
most effective weapon when preparing for the physician assistant certification and recertification exam. The unique 
question and single-answer format eliminates the guesswork associated with traditional multiple-choice QA reviews 
and reinforces only the answers you'll need to know on exam day. With content following the NCCPA blueprint, 
emphasis is placed on distilling key facts and clinical pearls essential for exam success. This high-yield review for is 
the perfect compliment to larger texts and delivers an intense, streamlined review in the days and weeks before your 
exam. Features: More than 4,300 rapid-fire questions cover all the core competencies on the NCCPA exam blueprint 
Every chapter thoroughly updated by a nationwide team of PA-Cs The perfect review for the PANCE and PANRE 
Great for last-minute studying on clinical rotations New chapter on test-taking tips Foreword by AAPA Past President 
Pearls of Wisdom: A Proven Study Method for the Highest Score Possible BULLS-EYE HITS on physician assistant 
exam topics--the meaningful and the frequently tested TOOLS TO IMPRINT YOUR MEMORY--pearls, drills, 
mnemonics, visual imagery, and other tested learning aids RAPID-FIRE QA FORMAT that maximizes your study 
time NO CONFUSING WRONG ANSWERS to clutter your memory The content you need to ace the exam: Exam 
Preparation and Test-Taking Strategies; Cardiovascular; Pulmonary; Endocrine; Eyes, Ears, Nose and Throat (EENT); 
Gastrointestinal/Nutrition; Genitourinary; Reproductive; Musculoskeletal; Neurologic System; Psychiatry/Behavior; 
Dermatology; Hematology/Oncology; Infectious Diseases; Pediatrics / Geriatrics; General Surgery; Trauma Surgery; 
Pharmacology and Toxicology; Health Policy.
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