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Winnifred Fallers Sullivan : Paying the Words Extra: Religious Discourse in the Supreme Court of the United 
States (Religions of the World (Harvard))  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Paying the Words Extra: Religious Discourse in the Supreme Court of the United States 
(Religions of the World (Harvard)): 

In 1985 the Supreme Court ruled in Lynch v. Donnelly that the inclusion of a life-sized creche in a civic Christmas 
display did not constitute an unconstitutional establishment of religion. Through her examination of this difficult case, 
Sullivan reveals divergent American understandings of the nature of religion, the role of religion in public life, and the 
relationship and interaction of law and religion.

"Relevant, even urgent; for years to come the United States Supreme Court will continue to pick its way through the 
church-state brambles." --Martin E. Marty, University of Chicago Divinity School Relevant, even urgent; for years to 
come the United States Supreme Court will continue to pick its way through the church-state brambles. (Martin E. 
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Marty, University of Chicago Divinity School)About the AuthorWinnifred Fallers Sullivan is Assistant Professor of 
Religion at Washington and Lee University. 


