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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Patients as Policy
Actors (Critical Issuesin Health and Medicine):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great insights into value of patient advocacyBy Gwen MayesAs a
lawyer, health policy advocate and life-long patient living with achronic illness, | was enthralled by the message of
this book. Within one lifespan, our society has moved from a paternalistic, "doctor knows best" framework to one
where patients are truly partnersin their own healthcare decisions. It is equally vital that patients raise their voices and


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813550513

have a seat at the table when policies, laws, regulations and principles are discussed that will determine their accessto
care. This book gives us an insightful start for that discussion. | recommend it for any NGO or patient advocacy
organization interested in influencing policies at alocal, state or federal level. | thoroughly enjoyed the book and use it
often in presentations to health policy experts, patient organizations, and pharma/device companies.

Patients as Policy Actors offers groundbreaking accounts of one of the health field's most important devel opments of
the last fifty years--the rise of more consciously patient-centered care and policymaking. The authorsin this volume
illustrate, from multiple disciplinary perspectives, the unexpected ways that patients can matter as both agents and
objects of health care policy yet nonetheless too often remain silent, silenced, misrepresented, or ignored. The volume
concludes with a unique epilogue outlining principles for more effectively integrating patient perspectivesinto a
pluralistic conception of policy-making. With the recent enactment of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act,
patients and consumers rolesin American health care require more than ever the careful analysis and attention
exemplified by thisinnovative volume.

"This strong volume brings together contributors of different disciplinary and experiential backgrounds, broadening
our understanding of how patient voices influence American health care policy."



